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Washington, Dj£jjp»2402 
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FAX (202) 383-6610 



Assistant Commissioner 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



BY HAND DELIVERY 




O / ^Rabruary 8, 1999 
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FF8 U y f999 



Re: Appl. No.: 
Filed: 
For: 



Inventor: 
Our Ref : 



09/167,539 
October 7, 1998 

Apparatus And Method for Controlling A Focus 
Position for A Digital Still Camera 

Inh-Seok SUH 
06205.0027 



Sir: 



The following documents are forwarded herewith for appropriate action by the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: 

1 . Information Disclosure Statement (duplicate) ; 

2. Form PTO-1449 (1 page) with 4 accompanying documents (with UK 
Search Report); 

3. one (1) return postcard. 

It is respectfully requested that the attached postcard be stamped with the filing 
date of these documents and returned to our courier. 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee 
deficiency, or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 08-3038. If 
extensions of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136 other than those otherwise provided for 
herewith are required to prevent abandonment of the present patent application, then 
such extensions of time are hereby petitioned, and any fees therefor are hereby 
authorized to be charged to our Deposit Account No. 08-3038. A duplicate copy of this 
letter is enclosed. 




Enclosures 



Washington, DC 



Los Angeles 



Silicon Valley 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re application of: 

Inh-Seok SUH 



Appl. No. 09/167,539! 



Filed: October 7, 1998 




For: Apparatus And Method for 

Controlling A Focus Position for A 
Digital Still Camera 



Group Art Unit: 27 1 2 



Examiner: 



To Be Assigned 



Atty. Docket: RK?£j^^Q 

FFB U y 1999 
Group 270# 



Information Disclosure Statement 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Listed on accompanying Form PTO-1449 are documents that may be considered 
material to the examination of this application, in compliance with the duty of disclosure 
requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. 

Where the publication date of a listed document does not provide a month of 
publication, the year of publication of the listed document is sufficiently earlier than the 
effective U.S. filing date and any foreign priority date so that the month of publication is not 
in issue. Applicants have listed publication dates on the attached PTO-1449 based on 
information presently available to the undersigned. However, the listed publication dates 
should not be construed as an admission that the information was actually published on the 
date indicated. 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention over 
any of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may not be 



\ 
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Applicant(s): Inh-Seok SUH 
Appl. No. 09/167,539 



prior art, and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the teachings 
purportedly offered. 

This statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been 
made, or that information more material to the examination of the present patent application 
does not exist. The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely on the material 
submitted herewith. It is further understood that the Examiner will consider information that 
had been cited by or submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in a prior application 
relied on under 35 U.S.C. § 120. 1 138 OG 37, 38 (May 19, 1992). 

Applicants have checked the appropriate boxes below. 

EK] 1. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the U.S. 

filing date OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. 

No certification or fee is required. 
| | 2. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after the 

U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the 

merits, but before the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of 

Allowance. 

□ a. I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 

□ b. I hereby certify that no item of information in this Information Disclosure 

Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in 
a counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge after making 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 
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□ c. Attached is our Check No. in the amount of $ in payment of 

the fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). 
| | 3. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after the 
U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of 
Allowance, but before payment of the Issue Fee. It is hereby requested that the 
Information Disclosure Statement be considered. Attached is our Check No. 

in the amount of $ in payment of the fee under 37 C.F.R. 

§ 1.17(0(1). 

□ a. I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 

□ b. I hereby certify that no item of information in this Information Disclosure 

Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in 
a counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge after making 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 
I 1 4. Relevance of the non-English language document(s) is discussed in the present 
specification. 

l/<] 5. The document(s) was/were cited in a corresponding foreign application. An English 
language version of the foreign search report is attached for the Examiner's 
information. Document JP10068992A is in a foreign language. No English 
translation is readily available. A copy of an English language search report 
issued by a foreign Patent Office is attached to satisfy Applicants 1 duty to 
provide a concise statement of relevance under 37 C.F.R. §1. 98(a)(3). (1135 
OG 14, column 1, second paragraph, Feb. 4, 1992). 
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Applicant(s): Inh-Seok SUH 
Appl. No. 09/167,539 



| | 6. A concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language document(s) 
appears below: 

I | 7. The Examiner's attention is directed to co-pending U.S. Patent Application No. 

, filed , which is directed to related technical subject 

matter. The identification of this U.S. Patent Application is not to be 
construed as a waiver of secrecy as to that application now or upon issuance of 
the present application as a patent. The Examiner is respectfully requested to 
consider the cited application and the art cited therein during examination. 

| | 8. Copies of the documents were cited by or submitted to the Office in Application No. 

, filed , which is relied upon for an earlier filing date 

under 35 U.S.C. § 120. Thus, copies of these documents are not attached. 37 
C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return a copy of the enclosed 
PTO-1449, and to indicate in the official file wrapper of this patent application that the 
documents have been considered. 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee 
deficiency, or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 08-3038. 

Dectfully ^bmjUrted, 




Michael J. Bfell 
(Reg. No. 39,604) 



Date: February 8, 1999 

HOWREY & SIMON 
Box No. 34 

1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004-2402 
(202) 783-0800 
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Application No: 
Claims searched: 



GB 9821887.8 
All 



Patents Act 1977 

Search Report under Section 17 



Examiner: 
Date of search: 



Carl. R. Brain. 
16 December 1998 



UK Patent Office collections, including GB, EP, WO & US patent specifications in- 

UK CI (Ed.P,: H4D (DLAA, DLAB, DLAE, DLAD, DLAT, DLAU. DLAV, DLAX) 

Int CI (Ed. 6): G02B 7/28; G03B 13/36 
Other: Online: WPI 



Documents considered to be relevant: 



Category 



Identity of document and relevant passage 



A 
A 
A 
X,P 



EP 0860725 A2 ' (SANYO) Whole document 

US 5745175 (ANDERSON) Whole document 

US 5640619 (TAKAYAMA ET AL) Whole document 

JP 10068992 A (RICOH) See Abstract 



Relevant 
to claims 



At least 1 , 
3, 5, 8 and 
15. 



& 



Document indicating lack of novelty or inventive step 
Document indicating lack of inventive step if combined 
with one or mar j other documents of same category 



Member of the same patent family 



P ^ZZ ^ t j"i, teChn0,0giCal back *™ nd ""or state of the an. 
^ OC fi u | men ^P ubIlshed on or after the declared priority date but before 
the filing date of this invention 

E m^^r'H PUbl ; S l! ed ° n ° r 3fter ' but With P" orit y da * earlier 
than, the filing date of this application. 



An Executive Agency of the Department of Trade and Industry 



